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General Concept 

 

The Cross Database Searchtool (CDS) enables the user to consult the different full-text Latin 

databases on www.brepolis.net simultaneously. It is thus no longer necessary to repeat a search in 

each of the different databases: the user will be provided with search results from all selected 

databases at once. 

The CDS enables the user to search the Library Of Latin Texts (LLT, Series A and B), the 

electronic Monumenta Germaniae Historica (eMGH), the Archive of Celtic-Latin Literature 

(ACLL) and the Aristoteles Latinus Database (ALD) simultaneously. 

Combined searches of all these databases will be possible through the filters ‘Author’, ‘Title’, 

and/or ‘Century’, and by Word-form. These search options can be used separately or combined. 

Should it be required to use more search terms, it is always possible to return to the search pages 

of each of the individual databases. 

In general, CDS offers the same outlook and possibilities as each of the individual databases, 

with some exceptions, highlighted below. 



Main Search-screen 

 

The main Search screen (fig. 1) can be accessed at all times via the ‘Search Screen’ tab in the 

menu of available functions in the upper part of the screen. 

 

(fig. 1) 

 

 



 

Here, a number of zones can be accessed: 

1) Database Selection 

Through the Database selection filter (fig. 2), users can select the database(s) they want to 

include results from in the Results page.  

 

(fig.2) 

 

 

2) Using a filter to make a selection 

In this zone the user can limit search results through the use of filters.  

Since not all individual databases have the same structure, the only search fields available to 

the user here are Author, Title and Century. 

These filters may be collectively spoken of as the filter for the selection of word-forms. Each 

filter contains, in the form of a list, a complete index. You can select entries, which can be 

reached by using the arrow buttons to navigate and by positioning yourself on the chosen entry, 

or by entering a search formula in the field Wildcard Query. 

 

The procedure which must be applied for selecting entries is the same for all filters. The way it 

functions will be described and explained by taking as an example the most important of the 

filters, that of the titles.  



After clicking on the Title button, you can enter the desired title directly in the ‘Position at’ 

input field, e.g., Confessionum libri tredecim, and click on the Position button: you now arrive at 

a display of an extract from the index, with the first entry corresponding to Confessionum libri 

tredecim. You can select this entry by ticking it and then clicking on the OK button. 

If you do not know the exact title under which the work you want to select has been classified 

– “Augustine’s Confessions, are they classified under Confessiones or under Confessionum libri?” 

– you can use the field Wildcard Query in which you can enter a search formula with or without 

wildcards. Enter the formula Confess* and press Query. You will obtain a list of 9 titles, all of 

which contain a word with the character string ‘confess’ and among which you will encounter the 

Confessionum libri tredecim. 

This technique is to be recommended if you are searching for several works of which the titles 

contain a common element. If you are interested in works whose title mentions the Apocalypse, 

you can enter the query Apocal*. After clicking on Query, you will obtain a list of 16 entries, 

which can be displayed in two consecutive screenfuls.  

You can select each of the entries by ticking them individually. If you click on Page, you select 

all the entries of the list in the current page. If you click on All, you select all the entries that 

constitute the result of your query. Note however that it is not possible to select more than 250 

entries. 

After having made your selections, you can click on the Current Selection button to obtain a 

list of all the entries that you have just selected. If necessary, you can adjust this list by unticking 

those elements which you do not want to retain in your query. By clicking on the Search button, 

you return to the complete index, and by clicking on OK you close the filter and return to the 

search screen. 

Click on OK. Beneath the filter that you just applied, the program now indicates the number of 

selected entries, displaying, for example, ‘Selection (3)’. This indication serves as a link on which 

you can click in order to show the list of selected entries. If necessary, you can adjust this list by 

unticking those elements which you no longer want to be part of your query. Beneath the filters in 

which no selection has been made the indication ‘(No Selection)’ is displayed. 

To close a filter without keeping the selections that have been made, click Cancel. 

 

 

3) Buttons 

When the ‘Hits/Database’ button is clicked, CDS will display the total number of sentences 

matching the particular search.  

Clicking the ‘Search’ button in the lower left corner of the main search screen will display the 

Hitlist of Sentences. 

Results are then displayed for each database that has been selected in the Database selection 

filter (see above). 



Hitlist of Sentences 

The Hitlist of Sentences shows the results of a search. The results for each of the selected 

databases are displayed in a separate window.  

Please consult the manual of the individual products for further details on how to use specific 

buttons, links, export, etc. 

 

(fig. 3) 

 



Table of Contents 

 

To search for a specific text by a specific author, use the Table of Contents menu to the left of 

the main search-screen. In the tree structure accessed by the Table of Contents menu, it is possible 

to navigate through the author, text and page levels to the line required by clicking on a ‘ + ’ sign. 

Clicking on a line number opens the relevant page of text in a Full Text display. 

 

(fig. 4) 

 


